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Spring news 2018 from Bone Dry Ridge Farm

Happy Spring

The weather report:  When it rains it pours and then it simply stops.  It has been 
lovely since the rain stopped.  Wonderful May so far.  We can almost watch the grass grow.  

Meat Sales:  I will send the meat brochures out in late May early June.  This year we 
will have Wagyu beef, Icelandic lamb and pork of the Old Spot cross variety.  

Pigs:  The summer pigs will be arriving late and therefore leaving late this year.  We 
usually get the summer pigs in April, but the sow that we were hoping to get piglets from 
turned out not to be bred.  So… our summer pigs are coming from another sow and will be 
arriving here in late May.  This makes them go to slaughter in October or early November.  At 
some point we will have both the summer and the winter pigs here at the farm.  That will be a 
new one.  

 Sheep:  I have lots of lambs this year.  All the ewes
had twins, although one was dead on arrival.  My only yearling
ewe had a single lamb, which is best, because having two the
first  time  can  be  overwhelming.   She  was  the  only  one  I
needed to help.  She had a big male lamb and was happy when
it  was out in  the world.   She was thinking  of walking  away
after giving birth, but on second thought decided that she was
going to be the mom.  And she is a great mom.  I do have one
bottle baby, her mom rejected her and decided to mother only
one of her twins.  I had her with me when I was helping the
yearling birth, and as the yearling was feeding her new born,
the bottle baby decided to take advantage of the situation
and get some milk.  I thought for a minute the yearing ewe
might take care of both, but within about two hours she had
figured out the scam and gave the bottle baby back to me.

When an ewe has decided to not feed a lamb, there is not much one can do to make her change
her mind.  I have had success in tricking an ewe into
taking on someone else’s baby, but this year there was
no ewe I could even try to trick.  It is kind of sweet
to have a bottle baby, but they are a lot of work.  The
first  month they are fed four  times per  day.   The
second month they are fed three times per day and
then two times and finally once per day until  about
July.  You can imagine how tough it can be to get all
once work done between feedings.  It is more binding
than milking cows twice per day. 
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Beef Cattle:   Shorty is doing well after his ordeal this winter, but one of his eyelids is 
different.  It must have gotten damaged when he was thrashing about under the stall board.  
(see newsletter, Winter 2018).  He just looks a bit different, but we do not hold that against 
him.  These Wagyu cattle are so mellow we sometimes think there is something wrong and go 
out to investigate.  Dairy cows, and especially the Holstein, are very bossy and push and shove 
each other around.  Even Holstein crosses, which most of our dairy herd is now, are bossy.  
There is a hierarchy and if one tries to move up the ladder there is trouble.  Having these 
super-duper chilled out and mellow cattle, the Wagyu, is new and different.  Keith and I have 
gone out to the beef herd many times this winter to make sure everything and everyone is OK,
because they act so differently.  They just look at us and wonder what is up.  Nothing bothers
them.  They are calm and easy cattle to have.  

Dairy Cows:  Not sure why I have not written much before about our dairy cows. Or 
even given them the curtesy of having a paragraph to themselves.  Perhaps it is because Keith 
takes care of them for the most part and I’m the one writing this newsletter, but I do help 
now and then especially at milking time.  Two of the cows are the most noteworthy.  Blondie, 
(in the photo with her baby) who is big and mostly white and likes to be milked first.  I totally 
adore her.  I think of her as a very self-assured character. And then there is Saint Hellebo.  
She is the most attractive of them all.  She is also quite tame and likes to play.  Sometimes 
when Keith goes to bring them in to be milked she and Keith play.  She is about 1500lb animal 
and wants to head-butt and hop around.  Not something I dare to do with her but Keith does.  
It is quite hilarious to watch.  Keith has a very close relationship with all his dairy cows and 
knows their every move.  They are not very many now.  He is milking only 9 at the moment so 
each animal gets a lot of attention.  They love spring.  It is the time of year we have lots of 
dandelions.  Dandelions make the milk sweet.  On the other hand, clover makes the milk bitter. 
A little trivia for you.

Personal note:  I’m on my way to Iceland again, leaving on the 13th and coming back on 
the 20th.  Just a short trip to see my parents.  Last year when I visited, I realized how elderly
my parents have become and decided that I would try to go see them once a year.  I don’t 
know exactly why I decided that mid-May would be a good time to go.  I suppose my logic was 
something like: May can be nice in Iceland and if I only go for one week, not too many things 
can go wrong on my farm.  But as expected, now that I’m getting ready to leave I’m wondering 
what I was thinking.  Mid-May, am I crazy?  There is so much to do and trying to get ready 
for someone to take over for one week is a lot of preparation.  But the ticket is bought and my
parents are looking forward to my arrival.  It is especially sweet for my mom, because I arrive
on Mother’s Day.  

Take care.   Your farmers and shepherdess      Selma and Keith
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